


1970s:  Contamination Crisis Surfaces

ïNationally:  Love Canal, New York

ïIn Minnesota:  

ÅReilly Tar Site, St. Louis Park

ÅMacGillis& Gibbs, New Brighton 

ÅTwin Cities Army Ammunition Plant, Arden Hills

ÅArrowhead Refinery, St. Louis County

Historical Context



1980s:  Stringent Laws Cause Market Freeze

{ǘǊƛŎǘ άhǿƴŜǊκhǇŜǊŀǘƻǊέ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ

Historical Context

Frozen market for contaminated or 
potentially contaminated property

Abandoned commercial properties in city 
and town cores



1990s:  Thawing the Market 

Minnesota pioneers brownfield 
redevelopment by 

- passing the Land Recycling Act and

- creating the voluntary cleanup programs

Historical Context



824 active brownfield 
sites enrolled in MPCA 
voluntary cleanup 
programs

10,000+ sites with 
known or likely 
contamination

Brownfields in Minnesota ɀ2011



Brownfields in Minnesota ɀ2011

Consequences of idle brownfields:

- Lost jobs

- Reduced tax base

- Blight

- Increased crime

- Risk of exposure to hazardous substances

- Risk of impairment of natural resources



Brownfield Redevelopment Successes

Clyde Iron Works ςDuluth, MN



Brownfield Redevelopment Successes

Crown Center ςNE Minneapolis, MN



Brownfield Redevelopment Successes

Crown Center ςNE Minneapolis, MN



Brownfield Redevelopment Successes

Downtown Moorhead, MN



Brownfield Redevelopment Successes

Beacon Bluff - St. Paul, MN



Summary of Benefits Achieved

DEED Brownfield Program Estimated Results

1995-2010

Brownfieldcleanups funded ~276

Total funds granted $118 million

Amount of Private Investment Granted $3 billion

Number of jobs created 20,678

Number of jobs retained 12,331

Number of acres cleaned up 2,939

Increaseto local tax base $73 million



Minnesota companies that have located on a 
brownfieldsite:

Summary of Benefits Achieved



Opportunity
Sites to clean 10,000+

Job creation 200,000

Job retention potential 100,000

Potential greenfieldacres saved 300,000

Potential for revitalized tax base $500 million

Opportunities



Opportunities 

Central Corridor



Opportunities 

Atlas Industrial Park ςDuluth, MN



Opportunities 

Twin Cities Army Ammunition Plant ςArden Hills,MN


